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CPI Memorandum to NHRC
Demands Action Against Caste Atrocities

CPI Delegation Submits Memorandum to
NHRC Chairperson, Demands Immediate Ac-
tion in Cases of Caste Atrocities in Odisha and
Uttar Pradesh. The National Secretariat of the
Communist Party of Indiaissued today (June27,
2025) the following statement:

A delegation of the Communist Party of
India, led by General Secretary D. Rajaand
comprising National Secretariat members
PallabSengupta, Rama Krushna Panda, and
Annie Raja, met Honourable Justice V.
Ramasubramanian, Chairperson of the Na-
tional Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
and submitted a detailed memorandum
demanding urgent intervention and strict
action in two shocking incidents of caste-
based violence that have once again
exposed the grim and persistent reality of
caste oppression in India.

In the representation to the NHRC Chair-
person, the CPI expressed deep outrage
over therecentincidentin Dharakote block
of Ganjam district in Odisha, where two
Dalit men were brutally beaten, forcibly
tonsured, made to eat grass, and compelled
to drink drain water —an appalling act of
inhuman caste humiliation. In an equally
disturbing incident in Etawah, Uttar
Pradesh, two OBC men were tonsured,
assaulted, and subjected to having urine
sprinkled on them by members of dominant
castes. The Party stated that these heinous
crimes, though occurring in different states
and affecting different oppressed social
groups, reflect the same entrenched and
dehumanising caste order that continues
to degrade and brutalise vast sections of
Indian society.
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CPl delegation led by general secretary D Raja, national secretaries Annie Raja,

Rama Krushna Panda and Pallab Sengupta submitting memorandum to NHRC
chairperson Justice V Ramasubramanian

The memorandum pointed to the alarm-
ingfiguresreleased by the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB), which recorded
57,571 cases of atrocities against Scheduled
Castes in 2022 alone. This growing trend
highlights notjustindividual cases of vio-
lence but a systemic and structural failure
in upholding constitutional guarantees of
equality and dignity. Despite legal safe-
guards under the Protection of Civil Rights
Act, 1955 and the SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, the ground reality remains
dismal due to weak enforcement, institu-
tional apathy, and political silence.

The CPI demanded that the NHRC
should ensure strictand time-bound action
against the culprits, recommend exemplary

punishment, and push for full protection
and rehabilitation of the victims. The Party
also urged the Commission to call upon
state governments to implement concrete
preventive, punitive, and sensitisation
measuresinfulladherence to constitutional
morality and the NHRC’s own mandate. In
turn, NHRC Chairperson Justice V.
Ramasubramanian assured the CPI delega-
tion that urgent remedial action will be
taken by the Commission.

The CPI reaffirms its unwavering com-
mitment to the fight for social justice,
equality, and human dignity and cautions
thatjustice delayed or diluted insuch cases
not only fails the victims but undermines
the very foundations of India’s constitu-
tional democracy.

CPI Demands Justice, Accountability, Worker Safety

Sigachi Factory Tragedy a Grim Wake-Up Call

The Communist Party
of India is deeply
shocked and saddened
by the devastating inci-
dent at the Sigachi
Industries wunit in
Sangareddy district,
Telangana. With atleast
45 workers reported
dead, many injured, and
several still missing, this
stands as the most tragic
industrial disaster in the

history of the state. The
CPIconveysits heartfelt
condolences to the fami-
lies of the deceased and
expresses its solidarity
with the injured and
those anxiously awaiting
news of their loved ones.

This catastropheisnot
an isolated accident but
the result of persistent
negligence, disregard for
safety procedures, and

the absence of regular
maintenance protocols. It
isa grimreminder of the
dangers posed when in-
dustrial units, especially
those handling hazard-
ous substances, operate
without stringent safety
norms and oversight.
The incident also high-
lights the consequences
of policy shifts thathave
progressively weakened

regulatory frameworks,
no inspections, and
eroded institutional
mechanisms meant to
safeguard workers’
rights and well-being.

The weakening of
labour laws and the
marginalisation of trade
unions — the frontline
defenders of workplace
safety —hasled toanen-
vironment where safety

concerns are ignored,
precautions are by-
passed, and workers are
left unprotected. When
profit becomes the over-
riding priority, human
livesaretreated as collat-
eral.

It is incumbent upon
both the Government of
Telanganaand the Union

Government to take ur-
On Page 02
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FrEraaagrrtraata

‘THE CONSTITUTION OF %

PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having
solemnly resolved to constitu
'[SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC] a: re
toallits citizens :

JUSTICE, social.  eco:

political;

Dattatreya
| Hosabale, the gen-
| eral secretary of
IRashtriya
Swayamsevak
| Sangh, has proposed
to remove the words “socialist” and
“secular” from the Preamble of the Con-
stitution. All the words in the Preamble
constitute the core value of the Consti-
tution. Supreme Court has upheld that
the Parliament can amend the Preamble
without changing the basic structure of
the Constitution. Demand to remove the
words “Secular” and “Socialist” from the
Preamble amounts to an attack on the
Constitution. It exposes the long-stand-
ing objective of RSS to subvert the
Constitution and transform India into a
Hindu Rashtra.

The Constitution of India is a living
testament to the sacrifices and dreams of
countless freedom fighters who valiantly
struggled against colonial rule. The in-
clusion of “socialism” and “secularism”
in the Preamble is not an arbitrary addi-
tion; it reflects the core values for which
freedom fighters stood and sacrificed
theirlives. Theirideals are embedded in
every provision of the Constitution. The
insertion of these words by Indira Gandhi
governmentin 1976 merely affirmed that
legacy. The Preamble constitutes the core
values of the Constitution. Any attempt
to alter the preamble would be nothing
but subversion of the Constitution.

r o
f-v?s)

FRATERNITY ring the dignity of

the individual and the “[unity and

integrity of the Nation]:

4i| IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

[ | this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949 do
HEREBY ADOPT, AND GIVE TO

Hosabale’s argument that the word
“secular” was not there in Ambedkar’s
constitutionis also false. Even before the
inclusion of the word “secular” in the
Preamble, the word existed in the Fun-
damental Rights section enshrined in part
IIT of the Constitution. The word “secu-
lar” is mentioned under clause (2)(a) of
Aticle 25 dealing with the freedom of
conscience and free profession, practice
and propagation of religion. Therefore,
the word already constituted one of the
core values beforeitwasincluded in the
Preamble of the Indian Constitution.

As a matter of fact the RSS is uncom-

Threat to Constitution

fortable notjust with the Preamble but with
the entire Constitution. It cannot tolerate
the values cherished by our freedom fight-
ers and the founding fathers of the
Constitution. The reasonis simple: the RSS
played no role in the freedom movement.
If anything, it only collaborated with the
British and tried to weaken the national
movement by creating a divide among In-
dians onbasis of religion. That way, the RSS
rather helped the colonial rulers’ strategy
based on divide and rule policy.

This is not the first time that the RSS has
expressed its intent to subvert the Consti-
tution. It has been doing this from time to
time through its words and deeds. In the
run up to the Lok Sabha election of 2024,
several BJP leaders started making boast-
ful claims that the Constitution would be
changed if their party won 400-plus
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seats. These claims caused country-wide
concerns and generated widespread debate.
In fact, the concernaround this gained such
ahuge traction that AmitShah had to pub-
licly display hislove for the word “secular”
in the Preamble in his election campaign
speeches and deny the BJP leaders’ claims
that this term would be removed from the
Constitutionif their party got400-plus seats.
Asiswellknown, the BJP’s tally came down
from 303 to 240 in the Lok Sabha election
of 2024.

This time round, too, as soon as the RSS
general secretary proposed to remove the
words “socialist” and “secular” from the
Preamble of the Indian Constitution, sev-
eral BJPleaders, including union ministers
ShivrajSingh Chouhan and Jitender Singh
and Assam chief minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, havealsojoined thecall. Vice presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankar went to the extent
of saying that the inclusion of the words
“socialist” and “secular” in the preamble
was “sacrilege to the spirit of sanatan”. Such
aconcerted move expresses their intent to
assail the Constitution which BJP and RSS

have recurrently done.

Asamatter of fact, the entire Constituent
Assembly had worked for establishing
the Indian State anchored in secularism.
Speakingin the Constituent Assembly on
October 14, 1949, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel declared: “Imakeitclear that this
Constitution of India, of free India, of a
secular State will not hereafter be disfig-
ured by any provision on a communal
basis.”

Another member of the Constituent
Assembly, T.].M. Wilson, outlined the
importance of the secular state on No-
vember 23, 1949: “The greatest
achievement, however, of our Constitu-
tionisitssecular character, and the secular
State that emerges therefrom”. He then
added, “We have achieved this secular
character of the State and we have pro-
vided foritin the Constitution.” Healso
cautioned: “But the clouds are gathering
and are threatening to darken the secu-
lar character of the State and obliterate it.
Ionly pray and trust that the progressive
forces of this country, under the guidance
and leadership of our great and beloved
Prime Minister (Jawaharlal Nehru) will
clear away those clouds and shall not
allow our country to pass once again
through that destruction and misery
which most of the nations of Europe and
Asiahad to pass before they could accom-
plish this great achievement of a secular
State.”

Even the Supreme Court has also up-
held the inclusion of the words
“socialism” and “secularism” in the Pre-
amble of Indian Constitution. Ontheeve
of the 75th anniversary of the Constitu-
tion in November 2024, the Supreme
Courtdismissed a batch of petitions chal-
lenging the inclusion of the words
“socialist” and “secular” in the Preamble
and held that the addition of these terms
could not be invalidated merely on the
ground that the Preamble in the original
form did not contain them at the time of
the adoption of the Constitution. The
Supreme Court bench comprised of Chief
Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna and justice
P.V.Sanjay Kumar.

Sigachi Factory Tragedy...

From Front Page
gent and comprehensive measures to en-
sure that such tragedies do not recur. The
manufacture and processing of hazardous
chemicals must be governed by the high-
est safety standards, not only for the

protection of workers butalso for the safety
New Age Weekly

of surrounding communities. Thisincident
must serve as a wake-up call.

The CPI demands immediate compen-
sation of * 50 lakh to the families of those
who lost their lives and appropriate com-
pensationtothoseinjured, along with access

to medical treatment and long-term sup-
port. Those responsible for lapses in
oversightand safety mustbe held account-
able through a fair and transparent
investigation. Many families are left with-
out their breadwinners, and their grief must
notbe compounded by injustice or neglect.
The safety and dignity of workers must be
restored at the centre of industrial policy.
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In Tamil Nadu, where
tradition of worship of
Murugan has been rooted
deeply for centuries, the RSS
outfits have turned their
attention to
Tirupparankundram hill in
Madurai, seeking to disrupt
the region’s long standing
interfaith harmony.

Historically, Rama
worship has not taken
hold in Tamil Nadu,
where the focus has tra-
ditionally been on
Murugan.

In ancient Tamil
Nadu, the land was di-
vided into five
types. Kurinji
(Mountains) "Mullai’
(forests), “‘Marutham’
(agricultural
fields) "Neithal” (Coastal
region) and the land
which loses its fertility
and turns barren is
called "Palai’” (desert).

Each of these land-
scapes had a chief deity.
The lord of
the Kurunji land  is
Murugan.

A local proverb un-
derscores this
connection: “"Where
there are hills, there is
K u m a r a n
(Murugan).” The six sa-
cred abodes of
Murugan —including
Tirupparankundram —
have been central to
Tamil religious and cul-
tural identity for more
than two millennia.

On June 22, in
Madurai, considered
Tamil Nadu’s cultural
capital, theSanghParivar
organized a Murugan
devotees’ conference.
The stage featured fa-
cades of temple towers
from Murugan’s six sa-
cred abodes, crafted to
resemble movie sets.

The choice of Madurai
was strategic: just six ki-
lometers away stands
Tirupparankundram
hill, celebrated in
Sangam literature dating
back 2300 years.

Tirupparankundram
is a microcosm of reli-
gious diversity. The hill
hosts Jain beds and
sculptures from the 1st
century BCE, an
8thcentury Murugan
temple (originally be-
lieved tobeaJainshrine),
a 16™century expansion
by later rulers, the Kasi
Viswanathar temple with
its perennial spring, and
the Sikandar
BadushaDargah at the
summit.

Despite such layered
history, the communities
around thehillhavelived
in peace, sharing festi-
valsand traditions across
religious lines. Lord
Murugan has festivals
all year round. Espe-
cially during
the Panguni festival, a
few lakh people partici-
pate to honor Murugan.
Likewise, Muslims com-
m e m or at e
SikandarBadusha annu-
ally by carrying out
the ‘Sandanakoodu” fes-
tival, which also draws
participation from local
Hindus.

Alongstanding tradi-
tion on the hill involves
sacrificing goats and
chickens, and offering
cooked food to the gath-
ering without any
communal divide. How-
ever, the RSShas sought
to portray these practices
assacrilegious, claiming
they pollute Murugan’s
hilland demanding that
Muslim customs be cur-
tailed. They also called
for permission to light a
Murugan lamp atop the
hill near the Dargah.

Legal disputes over
ownership of the hilltop
stretchbackacentury. A
lawsuit examining hun-
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On Murugan Conference of RSS Outfits in TN
Communal Harmony under Siege,

Challenge to Peaceful Coexistence

dreds of documents and
witness testimonies re-
sulted in a 1926 Madras
High Court ruling that
the hilltop, including the
Dargah, belonged to the
Muslim community. In
1931, the Privy Council
in Londonreaffirmed this
decision. Despite this,
the SanghParivar has
spent the pastdecadere-
igniting tensions,
attempting to hold pro-
tests demanding a ban
on animal sacrifices and
the removal of the
Dargah.

Mostrecently, the RSS
staged a protest at the
Tirupparankundram
Murugan temple itself,
waving BJP flags — de-
spite a court ruling
limiting demonstrations
toaplace,4kmaway from
the temple.

RSS  mouthpiece
‘Organiser’ carried a de-
tailed story on that
demonstration. It said,
the deity named as
‘SubramanyamSwamy
known as Murugan in
Tamilnadu’.

According to them, it
is the Vedic god
SubramanyaSwamy.
They superimpose it on
the Tamil god Murugan.
But to incite a riot, they
call it Murugan in the
vernacular. Murugan, the
leader of the tribes, must
have eaten meat. But af-
ter he was made a Vedic
god, he became a veg-
etarian!

They also filed peti-
tions seeking a ban on
animal sacrifices and
distributing cooked
meat food.

On June 24, the
Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court de-
livered a split verdict.

T M Murthi

Justice NishaBanu’s
judgment emphasized
the importance of pre-
serving inter-religious
harmony and noted that
animal sacrifices are a
partof certain Hindu tra-
ditions. She directed the
authorities to take action
against individuals and
organizations attempt-
ing to disrupt the peace
and harmony  at
Thiruparankundram.

In contrast, Justice
Srimathi held that there
was no evidence to sup-
porttheclaimthatanimal
sacrifices were tradition-
ally performed at the
dargah on the hill. She
also noted that the mar-
riage halls in
Thiruparankundram do
not allow non-vegetar-
ian food to maintain the
sanctity of the temple but
forgot to note that in al-
most all houses meat is
being cooked.

A r o u n d
Thiruparankundram
hill, there are many local
deities, including the
Karuppannaswamy
temple. Animal sacrifice
is a tradition here. If a
blanket ban on animal
sacrifice is imposed, it
will affectnot only Mus-
lims but also Hindus.

98 per cent of the
people in Tamil Nadu
eatmeat. Theremaining
two percent are upper-
caste Hindus who try to
make them feel guilty
that eating meat is de-
grading and of
low-quality.

Since it is a split ver-
dict, judges themself
requested to refer it to a
third judge. No matter

what the verdict is, the
people of
Thiruparankundram
and the people of Tamil
Nadu will never throw
away their social har-
mony!

With less than ten
months to go before the
Tamil Nadu assembly
elections, the BJP, appar-
ently allergic to rational
debate, has dusted off its
favorite old playbook:
communal division.
Lacking the firepower to
take on the secular-pro-
gressive alliance with
anything resembling
ideas, they have decided
Murugan might do the
trick, because why bother
withpolicy whenyoucan
stir the religious pot in-
stead?

Meanwhile, the main
opposition party, the
Anna DravidaMunnetra
Kazhagam, once proud
torchbearer of Dravidian
ideals, now looks more
like a cowering branch
office of the NDA. After
some quality time with
the Enforcement Direc-
torate and Income Tax
Department, AIADMK
leaders have meekly
shuffled into the BJP’s
waiting arms, call it de-
mocracy, 2025 edition.

AttherecentMurugan
conference, the slogan
was not exactly subtle:
“Muruga, come and
eliminate Dravida!” —
because apparently
divineinterventionis the
only campaign strategy
left on the table. In an
irony thickenough to cut
with a sickle, conference
speakers branded
Periyar and Anna-—
founders of the Dravidian
movement —as enemies

On Page 12
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India Will Defeat

Onslaught on Preamble

The Preamble of the Indian
Constitution declares India as
a “SOVEREIGN, SOCIAL-
IST, SECULAR,
DEMOCRATIC REPUB-
LIC,” butitis facing renewed
criticism from the RSS and
BJP. The RSS, which has his-
torically  rejected  the
Constitution, views it as
‘alien’ to the ethos of ‘Bharat’
and has sought its abolition.

A concerning trend has
emerged with calls for a
review of the Preamble,
particularly the terms
“SECULAR” and “SO-
CIALIST.” Dattatreya
Hosabale, General Secre-
tary of the RSS, recently
called for a review during
a speech marking the 50th
anniversary of the emer-
gency imposed by Indira
Gandhi. Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar re-
ferred to the inclusion of
these terms as “sacrilege to
the spirit of Sanatana.”

In 2020, multiple peti-
tions were filed in the
Supreme Court challeng-
ing these terms inclusion,
led by Dr. Subramanian
Swamy and others, who
argued that they violated
the Constitution’s intent
and imposed unnecessary
constraints on
policymaking. However,
the Supreme Court upheld
that these words did not
obstruct governance, reflect
the evolving democratic
ethos, and affirmed
Parliament’s authority to
amend the Preamble under
Article 368 as long as the
Constitution’s basic struc-
ture remains intact.

The bench ruled that
Indian secularism signifies
equal respect for all reli-
gions, rather than hostility
towardreligion. Italsoclari-
fied that India’s version of
socialism advocates for
economic justice. Justices
Khanna and Sanjay Kumar
upheld the inclusion of the
terms “Secular” and “So-
cialist.”

Secular and Socialist as
Cardinal Constitutional
Commitments

“Secularism” is central
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Vahida Nizam

to the idea of India. In the
Indian Constitution, ‘secu-
lar” means that the state
treats all religions equally
and guarantees the free-
dom to practice, profess,
and propagate any faith.
It aims to integrate reli-
gious diversity and is not
anti-religion.

“SOCIALIST” reflects
the state’s commitment to
being a welfare state, en-
suring justice and equal
opportunity for all. This
principle seeks to prevent
wealth concentration and
promotes fair resource dis-
tribution.

Some claim that Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar rejected
“Secular” and “Socialist,”
a view often expressed by
the RSSand BJP. However,
this perspective is overly
simplistic. From the Objec-
tive Resolution proposed
by Jawaharlal Nehru to the
Constitution’s founding
principles, secularism has
always been a vital aspect
of India’s governance.

The Supreme Courthas
explained why the terms
“secular” and “socialist”
were not included in the
Constitution. For “secu-
lar,” the Court noted that
in 1949, the term was con-
sidered imprecise, assome
interpreted it as opposing
religion. India has since
developed its own inter-
pretation, where the State
neither supports nor pe-
nalizes any religion.

Regarding “socialist,”
the Court stated that the
Constitution does not
specify a particular eco-
nomic policy. Instead,
“socialist” signifies the
State’s commitment to
being a welfare state and
promoting equality of op-
portunity.

The debates in the Con-
stituent Assembly and
the reply of Dr B R
Ambedkar

During the Constituent
Assembly debates on No-

vember 15,1948, Professor
Khushal T. Shah proposed
adding “secular” and “so-
cialist” to Article 1,
suggesting that India be
described as a “Secular,
Federal, Socialist Union of
States.”

K.T. Shah emphasised
that since the state is re-
peatedly declared to be
secular, the term should be
included in the Constitu-
tion to avoid
misunderstanding. Healso
defended adding the term
“socialist” as an
aspirational goal for India,
statingitindicates assured
equaljustice and opportu-
nity for all. However, this
motion was rejected.

Brajeshwar Prasad, a
Member of the Constituent
Assembly from Gaya
(Bihar), argued for refer-
ring to India as a “secular
cooperative common-
wealth” to establish a
socialist order, stressing
that the word “secular”
should be included in the
Preamble. Similar propos-
als, including Maulana
Hasrat Mohani’s sugges-
tion to call India the Union
of Indians Socialistic Re-
publics, were also
dismissed. H.V. Kamath
called for clearer refer-
ences to socialism and
secularism, but these pro-
posals were rejected in
favour of broader lan-
guage that didn’t commit
India to any particular
ideology.

Dr.B.R. Ambedkar, the
chief architect of the Con-
stitution, opposed
explicitly stating these
values, arguing that secu-
larism was already
inherent in the Constitu-
tion and that policy
directions like socialism
should beleftto future gov-
ernments. He believed that
the principles of socialism
were already embodied in
the Constitution, making
the amendment unneces-
sary.

India’s first Prime Min-
ister, Jawaharlal Nehru,
who laid the foundation

for the Constitution
through his “Objective
Resolution,” strongly ad-
vocated forsecularism and
socialism. He supported
religiousliberty, state neu-
trality, and economic
redistribution, but chose
nottoinclude these specific
terms in the Preamble, be-
lieving the Constitution
should serve as a neutral
framework for democratic
evolution.

42 nd Amendment
added “SECULAR, SO-
CIALIST” and
“INTEGRITY (with
UNITY) to the preamble.
This amendment was
broughtintoreinforce the
commitment to the core
values. The implicit es-
sence of the constitutional
ethos are explicitly stated
in words. “Secular” reaf-
firmed equal respect forall
religions, “Socialist” indi-
cated that India would
aim to reduce inequality
which signalled Indira
Gandhi governments focus
on welfare policies and
poverty eradication em-
bodied in her slogan‘Garibi
Hatao’. “Integrity” was a
symbolic message of one
India that augments na-
tional unity.

Where are the aberra-
tions? What and why
should there be any prob-
lem for bolstering the
committed values?

There is no dispute to
the claim that before the
42 nd amendment in 1976
India was, in no less
words, Secular and Social-
ist in practice and
principle. Though the
words were missing in the
preamble the spirit and
ideas were reflected in the
governance and its poli-
cies. But, the 42 nd
amendment has not in the
least affected or marred
the preambleinitsletter or
spirit. It has only rein-
forced the quintessence.
Then why this hue and
cry?

Political and Ideologi-
cal Battlelines

The controversies cre-
ated by the BJP are seen as
attempts to undermine the
values of secularism and
socialism, which stand in
stark opposition to the
Hindutva ideology. The
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RSS and BJP fundamen-
tally oppose the concept of
secularism. Their
Hindutvaideology is dedi-
cated to establishing a
Hindu Rashtra, with the
laws of ‘Manu’ forming its
foundational structure.
‘Manusmriti” promotes
and reinforces the birth-
based inequalities of the
“Varnasrama Dharma.’ For
this unscientificand abhor-
rent ideology, principles
like “Secular” and “Social-
ist” are considered
anathema and fundamen-
tally incompatible.

For decades, they have
spread hostility and hatred,
distorting secularism as
“minority appeasement”
and labellingitas pseudo-
secularism. In2015, the B]P
government sparked na-
tionwide controversy by
using animage of the origi-
nal Preamble (without the
amendments made in
1976) in a Republic Day
advertisement. This inci-
dent revealed their
intentions more clearly.
The BJP seems set to inten-
sify its assault on the
Constitution and its core
principle of secularism, be-
lieving that secularism
does not represent the es-
sence of Indian culture.
This is a dangerous per-
spective.

Secularismisingrained
in the DNA of India. The
country has never been
mono-religious or mono-
cultural. The numerous
invasions and incursions
throughoutits history have
contributed to a rich mo-
saic of religious, cultural,
and linguistic pluralism.
Indiansociety has continu-
ally evolved, becoming
increasingly complex and
enriched at every histori-
cal phase. From the edicts
of Ashoka in the 3rd Cen-
tury BCE to Akbar’s
Din-i-ilahi in the 16th cen-
tury, and right up to
modernsecularism, India’s
secular framework has
withstood various chal-
lenges. Now, however,
this onslaught is taking
place within the confines
of the Constitution, aiming
to dismantle it. The chal-
lenge we faceis formidable,
but India will fight to pre-
serve its cherished ethos.
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NEW YORK: Political light-
ning struck New York City last
night. Againstall expectations,
33-year-old democraticsocialist
and third-term state assembly-
man Zohran Mamdani took a
commanding lead in the first
round of ranked-choice votes
against former New York gov-
ernor Andrew Cuomo, the
primary’s front-runner. By the
end of the night, Cuomo con-
ceded defeat to his youngrival.

Therace has the potential to
reshape national politics, up-
setting the balance of forces
within the Democratic Party
and pointing the way to a new
era of possibilities for the Left.

Even before the results
started rolling in yesterday, it
was clear therace had taken on
major political significance,
both locally and nationally.
Mamdani had overcomeahuge
deficitinnamerecognitionand
outside campaign spending to
narrow the gap with Cuomo,
withsome pollsinrecent weeks
showing the two more or less
ina dead heat. Almost none of
the polls, however, predicted
Mamdani besting the former
governorin thefirstround, and
by a large margin.

How did Mamdani pull off
“the biggest upset in modern
New York City history,” as a
Democratic Party strategist put
it? He ran an exceptional cam-
paign, one that the Leftand their
opponents will bestudying for
years to come. Unfailingly fo-
cused on the city’s cost-of-
living crisis, Mamdani pro-
posed ahandful of bold reforms
that involved redistributing
wealth and expanding the pub-
lic sector, including fare-free
buses, city-owned grocery
stores, free childcare, and a
massive, publicly driven ex-
pansion of affordable housing
stock — issues thatspoke to the
most urgently felt needs of
New York’s workingclass. The
campaign ran a savvy and in-
fectious social media operation
that communicated in an up-
beat and accessible way about
materialissuesand Mamdani’s
proposed solutions.

Mamdani also made impor-
tant inroads with the city’s
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Victory of Zohran Mamdani Ensures Possibility of a Better World

Left Wing Surge May Take
on Trump’s Programme

labor unions, aconstituency that
makes for a natural ally for the
democraticsocialistbut thathas
historically tended to be more
conservative inits political en-
dorsements. And the campaign
boasted a massive field opera-
tion, powered in no small part
by the New York City chapter
of the Democratic Socialists of
America, that sent tens of thou-
sands of volunteers to canvass
for Mamdani across the five
boroughs.

Attempts by opponents and
the massive super PACs sup-
porting them to paint Mamdani
as a dangerous radical who
hatesIsraeland wants to defund
the police fell flat. The social-
ist candidate proved both
principled and politically
adroit. Rather than getting
bogged down in sectarian dis-
putes or unnecessarily
associating himself with
maximalist far-left rhetoric
likely to confuse or unsettle vot-
ers, Mamdani spoke about
Israel-Palestine and public
safety in terms that were both
commonsense and universalis-
tic. Instead of falling into the
trap laid by talking heads who
asked him whether Israelhad “a
right to exist,” Mamdani as-
serted, simply, thatithad aright
to exist “as a state with equal
rights” for all its citizens. And
on policing and public safety,
Mamdanirejected thelanguage
of “defund” and “abolition,”
arguing that police had a “cru-
cialroletoplay” in public safety
but that police are currently
expected to do the work of so-
cial workers and mental health
professionals, work that they
arenottrained or well-suited to
do.

For all the strengths of his
campaign and his platform,
Mamdani is also personally a
charming presence and effec-
tive communicator, the likes of
which the American left has
rarely seen. He also had the for-

Nick French

tune of running againsta weak
opponent in the disgraced
Cuomo, who attempted to re-
vivehis political life after a slew
of sexual harassmentallegations
forced his resignation. (Those
allegations, of course, werejust
the tip of the iceberg of a cor-
rupt, scandal-ridden career.)

Cuomo ran a campaign
marked by very few public ap-
pearances, which relied on
boatloads of outside spending
to fund a deluge of attack ads
against Mamdani in the race’s
final stretches. And Mamdani
was able to form tactical alli-
ances  with  principled
progressives like Brad Lander,
the third-place candidate in the
race, toadvance their shared aim
of stopping Cuomo.

Though Cuomo conceded
defeat last night, the race is far
from over. The later-round
votes in the ranked-choice sys-
tem still have to be counted.
And Cuomo has set himself up
torunasanindependentin the
general election. Whether he
does or not, in the general,
Mamdani will have to face off
against the current mayor, Eric
Adams, whoskipped the Demo-
cratic primary to run on his
independent (and absurdly
named) “End Antisemitism”
ballot line.

Mamdani will almost cer-
tainly confront a flood of cash
from the pro-Israel lobby, real
estate interests, and other
wealthy opponents on a scale
that exceeds the massive
amounts they spent in the pri-
mary.

Mamdani has made what
could have been a depressing
mayoral contest of mostly local
interest into a national and in-
ternational political
phenomenon. By running a

campaign centered on ambi-
tious egalitarian proposals to
make the city affordable for
working-class New Yorkers, he
is forcing establishment politi-
ciansand theirsupportersin the
media to engage the Left on
questions of class and the dis-
tribution of material resources.
By defending universalismand
Palestinian humanrights when
it comes to Israeli crimes, he is
exposing the moral bankruptcy
atthe core of USforeign policy.
By drawing big money and na-
tional political figures —
including even former presi-
dentBill Clinton, who endorsed
Cuomointhefinal days — into
therace, heisrevealing the deep
divides within a Democratic
Party torn between fealty to
corporateinterestsand a geno-
cidal warmongering, onthe one
hand, and righteous democratic
socialists like Mamdani on the
other.

Inthisway, Mamdani’s may-
oral campaign has captured
some of what made his ac-
knowledged political
inspiration Bernie Sanders’s
presidential campaigns so ex-
citing. The campaign is forcing
people to pick a side: for or
against corruption, for or
against big money in politics,
fororagainsthumanrights, for
or against a program that actu-
ally serves the material needs
of workers.

Mamdani and those who
side with him will face consid-
erable resistance in advancing
their pro-worker vision in the
general election. But the coali-
tion that has already cohered
around Mamdaniand delivered
an astounding blow to the po-
litical establishment is a
promising sign that a better
world is, in fact, possible.
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600 Million Jobs Needed by 2030
to Absorb Global Workforce

World celebrated Micro, Small and Medium En-
terprises (MSME) day on June 27, 2025. The
celebrations have acquired a special significance this
year since the world has a great task to create 600
million jobs needed by 2030 to absorb the growing
global workforce. MSMEs employs for nearly 2.3
billion people globally, though it has been suffer-
ing from persistent barriers.

AsforIndia, toaddress
the job gap, the country
will need to create be-
tween 90 millionand 115
million jobs. IMF has
even estimated it to be
148 million. Indian
MSMEs employ a little
over110millionworkers,
accounting approxi-
mately 62 per cent of the
totalemployment, in the
formal sector.

Atgloballevel MSMEs
account for 90 percent of
businesses, 60 to
70percnt of employment

and 50 percent of GDP |

worldwide. As the back-
bone of societies
everywhere they contrib-
ute to local and national
economies and to sus-
taining livelihoods, in
particular among the
working poor, women,
youth, and groups in
vulnerable situations.
MSMEs hold the poten-
tial to transform
economies, foster job
creation, and promote
equitable economic
growthif givenadequate
support.

Inemerging markets,
mostformaljobsare gen-
erated by SMEs, which
create 7 out of 10 jobs.
Nevertheless, access to
financeis disproportion-
ately difficultfor smaller
firms in the least devel-
oped countries (LDCs),
with 41 percent of SMEs
in LDCsreportingaccess
tofinance as amajor con-
straint to their growth
and development, by
comparison to 30 percent
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inmiddle-income coun-
tries (MICs) and only 15
percent in high-income
countries (HICs).

In his message UN
Secretary general has
called for unlocking full
potential of MSMEs. He

said, “We mustinvestin
their success by increas-

ing availability of
affordable financing,
opening market oppor-
tunities, and
strengthening digital
infrastructure and skills.
... Together, let us com-
mit to unleash the
transformative promise
of micro-, small-, and
medium-sized enter-
prises as drivers for
sustainable develop-
ment and innovation.”

ILO Director General
Gilbert F. Houngbo high-
lighted the crucial role of
Micro, Small and Me-
dium-sized Enterprises
in creating jobs and ad-
vancing social justice.
He calls for bold, coordi-
nated action toempower

MSMEs through inclu-
sive policies, better
access to finance, skills,
innovation, and decent
work.

MSMEsarenotmerely
engines of growth, they
are also catalysts for so-
cialjustice. By generating
employment for nearly
2.3 billion people, par-
ticularly for women, for
youth,and marginalized
communities often ex-
cluded from formal

economic structures,
MSMEs are crucial in

nearly 70 per
centcompared to large
firms, making them more
vulnerable in times of
crisis.

ILO believes that
MSME are crucial for
socialjustice. Their com-
petitiveness and
sustainability must go
hand inhand with decent
workand respectfor fun-
damental principles and
rights at work.

ILO has called for
Stronger social dialogue
to develop inclusive
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advancing inclusive
growth, productive em-
ployment and decent
work, Houngbo said.

Despite their vital role
and prospects, MSMEs
face persistent barriers.
Globally, over half of
MSMEs’ financing re-
quests remain unmet, in
stark contrast to just 7%
forlarger enterprises. In
emerging economies, 70
percent of MSMEs lack
affordable financing,
thus hindering their
growthpotential, hesaid.
Thedigital divide, short-
age of skilled human
capital, and poor work-
ing conditions further
exacerbate their chal-
lenges, contributing toa
productivity gap of

' DATA SCIENCE
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MSME policies; Tailored
support to formalize en-
terprises and extend
sustainable protections;
Investments in skills,
innovation, and digital
access; And financing
strategies that make capi-
tal more accessible to
small enterprises, espe-
cially those led by
women youth and un-
derprivileged groups.
Here in India, MSME
Day 2025 was observed
as UdyamiDiwas.
‘“Udyami Bharat-MSME
Day’ theme for 2025 fo-
cused on“Enhancing the
roleof MSMEsasdrivers
of Sustainable Growth
and Innovation.” While
government has show-

cased itsachievementin
the MSME sector, it is
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well known how this sec-
tor has been suffering
since last decade.

Onecanjustrecall the
budget speech of the
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman,
who labelled MSME:s of
India as the second en-
gine in the growth story
of India, and boasted of
significantly helping the
sector under PM
NarendraModiled gov-
ernment, and announced
several new schemes for
them. However, in real-
ity the Centre has been
cutting allocations for
the Union Ministry of
Micro, Medium and
Small Enterprises since
2022-23, and the level of
allocation for the finan-
cial year 2025-26 is still
lower than actual expen-
diture in 2022-23.
Definitions forall catego-
ries for MSMEs has also
been changed to help
bigger enterprises, while
smaller ones have been
struggling for help.

It should be recalled
that the Centre has an-
nounced Employment
Linked Incentives for
employers in the Union
Budget2024-25, butithas
miserably failed. Now
the EPFO has extended
the deadline for Univer-
sal Account Number
(UAN) activation and
Aadhaar seeding with
bank accounts to June 30,
2025. MSMEs in India,
areclearly not getting the
governmentsupport that
isrequired by them, and
the ELI is an example.

Even the NITI Aayog
report on “Enhancing
MSMEs Competitive-
nessinIndia” delvesinto
the array of challenges
confronting MSMEs -
ranging from financial
constraints and techno-
logical gaps to skill
shortagesand regulatory
hurdles. India must do
more than merely cel-
ebrating MSME day.
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Over the past decade
(2014-2024), India haslost
89,441 government
schools, an 8 percent drop
from 1,107,101 in 2014-15
to 1,017,660 in 2023-24,
according to Unified Dis-
trict Information System
for Education (UDISE)
Plus data. Driven by low
enrollment, poor infra-
structure, and a policy
push for school mergers,
this trend threatens access
toeducation, especially for
low-income and
marginalized com-
munities. Meanwhile,
private schools have
surged by 14.9 per-
cent (42,944 schools),
raising  concerns
about compliance
with the Rightto Edu-
cation (RTE) Act,
2009, which ensures
free education. Critics
blame the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)-led
government, influ-
enced by  the
Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), for promoting
privatization. This ar-
ticle examines the
scale, causes, impacts,
and political dimen-
sions of this crisis,
noting thelack of spe-
cific = data  for
January-June 2025.

The closure of
89,441 government
schools has been
stark. Uttar Pradesh led
with 25,126 closures and
plans to merge 27,764
more by November 2024.
Madhya Pradesh saw
29,410 closures, while
Odisha recorded 7,478.
Other states like Assam,
Jharkhand, and Nagaland
faced declines, though
Bihar and West Bengal
saw slight increases. Pri-
vate schools grew from
288,164 to 331,108, with
Uttar Pradesh contribut-
ing 19,305 new schools.
For January-June 2025, no
precise data on permanent
closures exists, though

India’s Education Crisis

The Decline of Government Schools

temporary closures oc-
curred for summer
vacations (e.g., Delhi: May-
June) and security concerns
in Border States like Jammu
and Kashmir and Punjabin
May 2025.

The RSS-BJP regime,
both Union and state gov-
ernments, has been linked
to closing 89,441 govern-
ment schools from
2014-2024, driven by ratio-
nalization policies,
underfunding (2-3% of

» BJP’s Double
Engine Govt-ruled
Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh "
accounted for 60%
of these closures ™"

» Over 2 crore children
dropped out of
school from Classes
1to 8 injust three
years (2021-2024)

enhancinginfrastructure,
teacher training, and
technology integration.
Over 464.4 crores has
been allocated for school
upgrades, with 513 build-
ingsrenovated and 50,000
classrooms modernized.
Kerala’s 96.2 percent lit-
eracy ratereflects decades
of focus on public educa-
tion. Despite criticisms of
tribal school closures, the
LDFemphasizes equitable
access, aligning with the
RTE Act, unlike BJP-led

INDIA'S LOST FUTURE

government schools
closed since 2014

NAHI PADHEGA INDIA,
TOH KAISE BADHEGA INDIA?

GDP), and privatization,
notably in Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh. Crit-
ics argue this violates the
RTE Act, though closures
predate BJP rule.

The Communist-led
LDF governmentin Kerala
has bolstered government
schools through significant
investments and reforms,
countering the national
trend of 89,441 closures
from 2014-2024. The
“Comprehensive Quality
Improvement” program,
launched in 2025, aims to
transform schoolsinto cen-
ters of excellence by

privatization and
commercialisation trends.

Several factors drive
this trend of closing of
schools:

B School Rational-
ization Policy: Since 2016,
backed by NITI Aayog, the
BJP-led government has
merged low-enrollment
schools to cut costs. States
like Uttar Pradesh and
MadhyaPradeshhaveag-
gressively pursued this,
butcriticsargueitviolates
the RTE Act’s mandate for
schools within 1 km for
primary students, espe-
ciallyinrural areas where

alternatives are distant.

B Falling Enrollment:
Studentnumbers dropped
by 2 crore from 2020-21 to
2023-24, driven by eco-
nomic distress, migration,
and a shift to private
schools.

B Poor Infrastruc-
ture: Many government
schools lack basic facilities
like computers and
internet, with 10 lakh
teacher posts vacant, un-
dermining quality.

|
Underfunding: Educa-
tion spending is 2-3
percent of GDP, below
the 6 percent recom-
mended by the
National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020,
pushing parents to-
ward private options.

[ ] COVID-19
Impact: The pandemic
closed schoolsnation-
widein 2020, affecting
millions. Some never
reopened, and eco-
nomic hardship forced
many children out of
education.

Closuresdispropor-
tionately harm
Scheduled Castes
(5Cs),  Scheduled
Tribes (STs), and Other
Backward Classes
(OBCs), who rely on
government schools.
Enrollment rates fell
from 92.1 percent to
83.3 percentat the elemen-
tary level between2020-21
and 2023-24. In rural and
tribal areas, distant alter-
natives increase dropout
rates, child labour, and
early marriages, asseenin
an Odisha study. Private
schools, often charging
high fees, are
unaffordable, and rapid
private school growth in
stateslike Biharlacksregu-
lation, excluding the poor.

Critics argue that BJP
policies, shaped by the
RSS, promote
privatization through NEP
2020’s public-private part-

STUDY &

STRUGGLE

C Adbikesavan

lations, alongside 89,441
school closuresand 42,944
new private schools. Dis-
continued scholarshipslike
the Maulana Azad Na-
tional Fellowship limit
access for marginalized
groups. However, closures
occurred under the prior
UPA government, and
non-BJP states like Odisha
also pursue mergers. Direct
evidence of RSS-driven
closures is scarce, with its
schools (e.g., Saraswati
Shishu Mandirs) operating
separately.

To address this crisis,
India must:

B Increaseeducation
funding to 6 percent of
GDP to improve infra-
structure and hire teachers.

B Map school acces-
sibility before mergers to
ensure RTE compliance
and reopen rural schools.

B Regulate private
school fees and quality to
protect low-income fami-
lies.

B Introduce reme-
dial learning and digital
tools torecover pandemic
losses.

The closure of 89,441
government schools from
2014-2024, driven by BJP-
led policies, has deepened
educational inequities for
SCs,STs,and OBCs. While
the RSS’s role is debated,
privatization has surged,
side-lining the poor. With-
out 2025-specific closure
data, the crisis demands
urgent action to restore
public education and en-
sure RTE compliance.
New Age Weekly
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State Must Make General Welfare of
Community Its Prime Duty

Ever since the notion of political community has entered the
lexicon of human civilisation, scholars from different walks of
time and space have interpreted this phenomenon. The idea of a
‘political community’ can takevarious forms, depending on how
power is structured between the rulers and the ruled. For us, the
most familiar version of the political community is the State.

The emergence of the State as
an acceptable form of political
community was reached
through a basic understanding
concerned with the establish-
ment and regulation of
governing authority and the
preservation of therights of the
population. Thearrangement to
preserve asovereign authority
over a defined territory and
people wasjustified as ameans
to promote peace and sociabil-
ity. Thus, sovereign power,
which was deemed to be exclu-
sively exercised by the State,
became the locus around which
the modern governmental or-
dering was regulated.

While the notion of sover-
eign power has been
interpreted in multitudes, afew
foundational credentialsremain
powerful tropes of modern
political thought. French jurist
Jean Bodin’s counsel on politi-
cal laws of governmental
development continues to hold
relevancetoday. Writingin1576,
Bodin argues that every viable
state must possessa single, su-
preme centre of authority
(sovereignty) containing all
governmental powers. How-
ever, he also contends that in
order to sustain the state, it is
essential to maintain a separa-
tion between legislature and
executive, arguing thatthemore
limited the power of sover-
eignty is, themore assured itis.
Bodin’s investigation of the
political community marks an
important shift in orientation
from Roman law, where he
shifted the focus from the rul-
ers to the political constitution
of the people or nation.

Almost 200 years later, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau’s writings on
the nature of state-building
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gaveaconcrete shape to the con-
temporary understanding of
the State, sovereignty, and po-
litical freedom. For Rousseau,
a stable political community is
marked by a social contract in
which humans exchange their
natural freedom for “higher’
political freedom. Thus, the
political equality and equal lib-
erty granted to the people
within the political community
reconcile freedom and govern-
ment. The contemporary notion
of popular sovereignty could be
derived precisely from these ar-
rangements. Bodin and
Rousseau’s interventions serve
as crucial precepts to under-
stand the reconfiguration of
sovereignty thatcontemporary

Swarati Sabhapandit

develop and apply shared prin-
ciples, norms, rules,
decision-making procedures,
and programs to shape the evo-
lution and use of the digital
environment. It essentially in-
volves the establishment of a
framework that guides the
equal and responsible use of
digital technologies, which ben-
efits all the stakeholders
(emphasis added).

Asdemocraciesincreasingly
lean towards e-governance, itis
crucial to take stock of the as-
pired goal and the lived
experience these polities en-
counter. Let’s take the example
of India, the world’s largest
democracy, a country going
through a substantial “digital
revolution’ in governance.

With the introduction of the
Unique Identification Author-

“An initiative aimed initially at improving trans-
parency and efficiency in governance has
instead evolved into a system where the State
holds greater access to our private lives than we
do to its functioning. While informed consent is
widely recognised globally as a cornerstone of
privacy and data protection laws, India’s ap-
proach to data governance has significantly
blurred these boundaries. Under the Aadhaar
regime, citizens lack the autonomy to freely
choose whether or not they wish to identify

| themselves with the government.”

democracies are witnessing
today.

Over the past two-odd de-
cades, governance has
undergone amajor shift with the
rise of the digital revolution.
Our relationship with the State
is now increasingly mediated
and controlled through digital
technologies. The United Na-
tions defines digital governance
or e-governance as the process
by which governments, the pri-
vate sector, and civil society

ity of India (UIDAI), colloqui-
ally known as Aadhaar, which
issues a unique digital identity
to each resident of India, the
Stateclaimed thatIndia entered
anew age of digital transforma-
tion. The initiative was
introduced to increase effi-
ciency, transparency, and
effectivenessin the distribution
of welfare services by the State.
It was also anticipated that the
issue of intermediaries and pil-
ferage —considered a
significant obstacle in welfare

distribution —would be signifi-
cantly reduced. However, the
decade that followed was
marked by intensive data col-
lection, persistent breaches of
civilrights, fragile digital safe-
guards, and an added layer of
indignity for the poor and dis-
advantaged.

Despite early warnings about
possible damages, the lack of a
legal framework, and multiple
courtrulings to prevent manda-
tory implementation and
instances of legislative eva-
sions, the Aadhaar project was
rapidly expanded and hailed as
amajor successin the Statenar-
rative. While the project began
without much understanding
of the problem it was expected
tosolve, the available evidence
points towards a substantial
profit for private entities. Al-
though Section 57 of the
Aadhaar Act, 2016 had permit-
ted private entities to use
Aadhaar authentication, the
Supreme Court of India, in Jus-
tice K.S. Puttaswamy (I) (2018)
struck down this provision to
prevent such usage. In a strik-
ing violation of this ruling,
however, the Stateamended the
Aadhaarrulesin February 2025
to allow private entities to use
Aadhaar authentication for ser-
vice delivery, citing the goals of
promoting ‘ease of living” and
improving “access to services’.

While Aadhaar is possibly
the largest and most powerful
infrastructure of surveillance
and dataminingany democratic
state has ever built, the scope
and nature of thisinfrastructure
are gradually expanding. Min-
istry of Civil Aviation, in 2017,
launched DigiYatra, an opt-in
service at Indian airports to
make airport travel ‘seamless,
contactless, hassle-free, and
paperless’ for all passengers.
The service enables digital pro-
cessing of passengers atairports
by using facial recognition tech-
nologies ("FRT") and
Aadhaar-linked credentials to
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authenticate them as opposed
to the conventional use of
boarding passes. While the
Ministry’s DigiYatra Biometric
Boarding System ("DYBBS’)
policy clarifies the voluntary
nature of the application, con-
sent of the passengers became
paramount due to privacy and
surveillance concerns, as well
as the inaccurate nature of the
technology being used.

However, more recently,
concerns have been expressed
about the unlawful and undig-
nified manner in which
DigiYatra is being deployed in
the airports. Passengers are re-
portedly being coerced by
private airport personnel and
security staff into signing into
Digi Yatraservice and scanning
their faces at multiple airport
checkpoints. Arecentreportby
The Hindurevealed thatamong
21,000 domestic passengers fly-
ing out of Delhi, 21 percent
signed up for DigiYatra without
realising it,and only 15 percent
used the service knowing ‘the
benefits it offered’. While
DigiYatraremains considerate
of the notion of “‘consent’, some
domestic airports have inte-
grated ‘paperless biometric
technology’, raising severe pri-
vacy and surveillance concerns.

Another flagship technologi-
cal intervention integrated by
the State during the peak of the
COVID-19 pandemic was
AarogyaSetu. AarogyaSetuisa
mobile-based application de-
veloped under the State’s
e-governanceinitiative to ‘track
and sensitise’ the citizens re-
garding the spread and possible
precautions for COVID-19. Al-
though the central government
initially mandated the installa-
tion of the application only for
its employees, in the post-pan-
demic period, itbecame widely
embedded in the digital devices
of the general public, primarily
to access services related to
travel, healthcare, and accom-
modation.

Like Aadhaar, the sweeping
imposition of AarogyaSetu was
accompanied by legal lacunae,
privacy concerns, excessive
collection, processing, and pos-
sible sharing of non-consensual

data, absence of statutory back-
ing, and wutter lack of
transparency and accountabil-
ity on the part of the State. Ina
report published by Internet
Freedom Foundation (2020), a
non-profit organisations work-
ing towards defending digital

ments of constitutional liberal
democracies: constitutional
rights and a set of rules that
regulate the institutions of the
state.

First, theintegration of these
technologiesisaccompanied by
serious legislative evasion.

“Power needs restraints as people seek to live
self-determined lives in conditions absent
from the perpetual threat or use of violence,
and sovereignty appears to be a good place to
think about these aspirations. The State
legitimises its exercise of sovereign power that
often imposes a homogenised and unitary na-
tion upon a diversity of human identities and
experiences. People disappear, or if they ap-
pear at all, they appear subjugated. It is
against such an arrangement that the constitu-
tional document plays a balancing act by
recognising the diverse identities under the
constitutive category of citizen.”

rights, itis noted that while the
benefits of the app remain un-
clear and questionable, the
Central government itself has
apologised for the opaque and
‘irresponsible” behaviour with
respect to the app.

So, how do these concerns
related to privacy, surveillance,
and inequality lead us to inter-
rogate the State’s sovereign
power today? Thisis due to the
direct correlation between the

integration of these technolo-
gies in everyday governance
and asimultaneous inflation of
sovereign power exclusively
exercised by the State.

Let’s try to unpack this
puzzle through two arrange-

When Aadhaar was introduced
in2010asa voluntary initiative
through an executive order and
immediately made compulsory
toaccess social welfare services,
the legislature was kept com-
pletely out of this exercise.
When the initiative received
much backlash due to privacy
concerns and the unimaginable
painitinflicted on the poor and
downtrodden, the Aadhaar Act
was introduced in Parliament

asamoney bill tocircumventthe
RajyaSabha’s constitutional
role. Since the incumbent gov-
ernmentalready had a majority
in the LokSabha, the entire ex-
ercise was a farce that
undermined the legislature’s

9

authority and violated multiple
court orders thatreiterated the
voluntary nature of Aadhaar.
The State’s actions raise impor-
tant concerns about the
organisation and distribution of
sovereign power in constitu-
tional democracies. Although
the constitutional framework
envisions a balanced distribu-
tion of sovereign power across
various state institutions, the
political executive often ap-
pears to function as the primary
wielder of this power.

Second, while in 2017, the
Supreme Court of India upheld
the validity of the Aadhaar Act,
it simultaneously entrenched
the right to privacy in the lexi-
con of constitutional rights in
India. Inthefollowing years, the
State has consistently under-
mined this constitutional
framework by integrating tech-
nologies that significantly
compromise privacy and con-
tribute to a ‘chilling
effect’ —where citizens begin to
self-censor out of fear of poten-
tial legal liabilities. Even more
concerning is the growing in-
volvement of private actors in
thisexpanding’dataecosystem,’
now increasingly supported
and legitimised by legal man-
dates.

Third, contrary to the UN
definition of digital governance,
which emphasises theinvolve-
ment of multiple stakeholders
for responsible use of digital
technologies in governance,
what was witnessed in India’s
case was a complete disregard
forcivil society, political repre-
sentatives, and, most
importantly, the citizens who
areatthereceiving end of these
initiatives. Aninitiative aimed
initially atimproving transpar-
ency and efficiency in
governance hasinstead evolved
into a system where the State
holds greater access to our pri-
vate lives than we do to its
functioning. While informed
consent is widely recognised
globally as a cornerstone of pri-
vacy and data protection laws,
India’sapproachto data gover-
nance has significantly blurred
these boundaries. Under the

On Page 12
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Iran Nukes: Severe Hits,
But Not Wiped Out

Ithas been almostone
week since US bombers
conducted “Operation
Midnight Hammer”
against Iran and its
nuclear development
sites. However, it is still
notclear whether Iran’s’
capabilities have been
damaged; if yes, then to
what extent? Further, it
also puzzles one with
Iran’s obsession with con-

tinuing a nuclear
program.
US President Donald

Trump has repeatedly
said the USattack onlran
obliterated its nuclear
program and prompted
the ceasefire. However, a
US official briefed on the
Defence Intelligence
Agency’s initial assess-
ment told USA TODAY
the core components of
Iran’s nuclear program
appeared to remain in-
tact.

An outraged Defence
Secretary Pete Hegseth
on Thursday (June 26)
countered by calling the
bombingsa“resounding
success” and accused
some media outlets of
“trying tomake the presi-
dent look bad.”

Iran’s Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, maintained
thatthebombings “failed
to achieve anything sig-
nificant,” forcing Israel
and the US to abandon
their attacks. “They
could not accomplish
anything,” hesaid. “They
failed to achieve their
goal. They exaggerate to
conceal and suppress the
truth.”

Rafael Grossi, the di-
rector general of the
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA), took
amiddle path, saying the
Iranian programsuffered
“enormous damage.” He
said three primary sites
- Fordow, Natanz and
Isfahan - were hit hard
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but that other locations
were not affected at all.
Thenuclear program can
berebuilt, hesaid, buthe
declined to puta timeline
on it.

As far as Iran’s re-
sponse to the Israeli
attacks were concerned,
RSwaminathan, Gover-
nor of India totheIAEA,
Vienna, in his article for
the Indian Express has
rightly summed itup by
saying thatthe most strik-
ing feature of Iran’s
response was not whatit
did, but what it deliber-
atelyavoided — itdid not
withdraw from the Non-
Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), and refrained
from activating its re-
gional proxies or
disrupting the Strait of
Hormuz. Further, the
Supreme National Secu-
rity Council has not yet
endorsed the decision of
Iran’s Parliament to sus-
pend itscooperation with
the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).

Meanwhile, Times of
Israel’s report on the is-
sue, based on a The
Times” report assessed
thatIran’s ability to store
enriched uranium re-
mainsintact, withmost of
Iran’s estimated stock-
pile of some 400
kilogrammes (900
pounds) of nearly bomb-
grade Uranium was
likely moved before its
facilities were bombed,
according to one pre-
liminary classified US
intelligence report.

The US administra-
tion has rejected such
assertions, saying the
Uranium is thought to
have been buried by the
strikes. But, on the other
hand Israeli Defence
Minister Israel Katz has
said Israel doesnotknow

the whereabouts of all of
Iran’senriched Uranium.

Iran’s ability to con-
vert enriched uranium
into solid metal form,
which is necessary
forassembling a nuclear
warhead, was possibly
destroyed, as the facility
where that process oc-
curs was in Isfahan,
reported The Times.

Still, one expert told
The Times that [ran may
possess the capability at
other secret sites loca-
tions, asithas converted
Uranium to solid metal
at other locations in the
past.

While Israel said it
had severely damaged
Iran’s ballistic missile
infrastructure during the
campaign, The Times
assessed that it is un-
likely Iranno longer has
missiles capable of car-
ryinganuclear warhead.

Meanwhile, thereis a
bigger question why a
country withlarge oil re-
serves feels such the
need to have home-
grown civil nuclear
energy?

A persuasive new ac-
count by Vali Nasr,
entitled Iran’s Grand
Strategy, helps unlock
the key to that question
by placing the answerin
Iran’s colonial exploita-
tion and its search for
independence, reports
The Guardian.

Nasr wrote, “Before
the revolution itself, be-
fore the hostage crisis or
US sanctions, before the
Iran-Iraqwar or efforts to
exporttherevolution, as
wellasthe sordid legacy
of Iran’s confrontations
with the west, the future
supremereligious guide
and leader of Iran valued
independence from for-
eign influence, as equal
to the enshrining prin-
ciples of Islam in the

state”. Khamenei was
indeed asked once what
the benefit of the revolu-
tion, and he replied,
“now all decisions are
made in Tehran.”

Nasrargues thatwhile
many of the lofty ideals
of therevolution, such as
democracy and Islamhas
been eroded or distorted,
but the principle of Ira-
nian independence has
endured.

The quest for sover-
eignty, he argues, arose
from Iran’s benighted
history. In the 19th cen-
tury, Iran was squeezed
between the British and
Russian imperial pow-
ers. Inthe 20thcentury its
oil resources were ex-
ploited by British oil
companies. Twice its
leaders - in 1941 and
1953 - were removed
from office by the British
and Americans.

The popular prime
minister Mohammad
Mosaddegh was re-
moved in a
CIA-engineered coupin
1953 due to his demand
to control Iran’s oil re-
sources. No event in
contemporary Iranian
history is more scarring
than Mosaddegh’s top-
pling. For Khomeini it
confirmed Iran still did
notcontrolits destiny, or
its energy resources.

Although civilnuclear
power and the right to
enrich became a symbol
of independence and
sovereignty after the
revolution, Ellie
Geranmayeh from the
European Council on
Foreign Relations points
outthatit was the British
and the Americans them-
selves who introduced
nuclear power to Iran in
what wasnamed an “at-
oms for peace”
programme.

The Shah of Iran, with
US approval, embarked
onaplan to build 23 civil
nuclear power stations,
making it possible for
Iran to export electricity
to neighbouring coun-
tries and achieve the
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status of amodern state.

In an interview with
the Washington Post,
Henry Kissinger later
admitted that as US sec-
retary of state, he raised
noobjectionsto the plants
being built. “Idon’t think
theissue of proliferation
came up,” he said.

However, the shah
recognised the dual use
fornuclear power, and in
June 1974 even told an
Americanjournalist that
“Iran would have
nuclear weapons with-
out a doubt sooner than
you think”, a remark he
later denied. Gradually,
the US became more ner-
vous that the shah’s
obsession with weap-
onry might mean Iran’s
civil programme turning
military.

Before the strikes, all
believed Iran had devel-
oped a large stockpile,
and at a sufficiently en-
riched level, to sustain a
nuclear reaction that
could be used ina bomb
if it decided to. But how
quickly Iranwould have
been able to “sprint to a
nuclear weapon” as Gen-
eral Michael E Kurilla,
Commander of the
CENTCOM put it on
June 10, is also a matter
of dispute, and estimates
ranged from one week to
one year.

While military con-
frontation has paused
fornow, the geopolitical
stakesremain high. Iran
still retains a significant
portion ofits long-range
missile arsenal, and
airstrikes alone cannot
permanently dismantle
anuclear program.

Butitalso forcesusto
question, who gave the
right to Israel, itself a
nuclear power, theright
to act as the big daddy
and strike Iran. Perhaps
Bibineeded this more to
ensure his wininthe next
polls and divert the glo-
bal attention from Gaza.
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Consolidated state gov-
ernment finances as per the
data forprovisional accounts
witnessed deterioration in
2024-25. The consolidated
Gross Fiscal Deficit (GFD)
to gross state domestic prod-
uct (GFD-GSDP) ratio of
states rose in 2024-25 ow-
ing to a shortfall in tax
revenue and lower grants
from the centre.

The State of the
Economy presented in
the latest bulletin (June
25,2025) of Reserve Bank
of India has said that the
moderation in revenue
receipts outweighed the
decline in revenue ex-
penditure, leading to a
widening of therevenue
deficit.

However, it says that
the capital expenditure,
as a per cent of GSDP,
remained stable, aided
by asignificant year-end

surge in most states. For §

2025-26, stateshave bud-
geted a GFD-GDP ratio
of 3.3 per cent, along with
ariseincapital outlay to
3.0 per cent of GDP, re-
flectinga continued focus
onenhancing the quality
of expenditure within a
calibrated fiscal path.

Asforthe Central gov-
ernment finances, RBI
says that the provisional
accounts for 2024-25 re-
leased on May 30, 2025,
confirmed that the fiscal
indicators are more or
less in line with the re-
vised estimates (RE). The
gross fiscal deficit (GFD)
of the union government
stood at 4.8 per cent of
GDP, lower than the ini-
tially budgeted estimate
(BE) but slightly above
therevised estimate (RE).

Ontheotherhand, the
revenue deficit (RD), at
1.7 per cent of GDP, was
lower than BE and RE.
The moderation in rev-
enue expenditure, along
with robust growth in
revenue receipts paved
the way for fiscal consoli-
dation.
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Decline in State Govt Finances
and Revenue in 2024-25

On the receipts side,
the grossand nettaxrev-
enue posted healthy
growth of 9.5 per centand
7.4per cent, respectively.
Gross taxrevenue stood
at11.5percentof GDPin
2024-25.While the
growthinthecorporation
tax was higher than RE,
the growthinincome tax
was slightly lower than
RE. Although the union
excise duty and custom
duty collections were
broadly in line with RE,
their growth rate con-
tracted from the
previous year.

Apart from higher
surplus transfer fromthe
Reserve Bank, higher
dividend transfer from
central public sector en-
terprises (CPSEs)
pushed non-taxrevenue
growthin2024-25above
RE.

The total expenditure
of the Union government
registered a growth of
4.8 per cent in 2024-25
over 2023-24. As per cent
of GDP, while revenue
expenditure declined in
2024-25vis-a-vis RE,
capital expenditure re-
mained broadly
unchanged. The growth
in interest payments
moderated, while that of
subsidy outgo saw a
contraction during 2024-
25 in line with RE.
Furthermore, theratio of

revenue expenditure to
capital outlay (RECO)
declined to 4.2, lower
than RE (from4.4in2023-
24), whichbodes well for
the quality of public ex-
penditure.

Central government
finances for April 2025in-
dicated animprovement
in GFD and RD - bothin
absolute termsand as per
cent of BE - vis-a-vis the
corresponding period of
the previous year, aided
by substantial growthin
non-tax revenue, and
non-debt capital receipts
(including disinvest-

Dr Gyan Pathak

However, rural demand
improved as evident
from the increase in the
retail sales of two-wheel-
ers.

During May 2025,
household demand for
work under the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee  Scheme
(MGNREGS) picked up,
following the pursuit of
alternative avenues for
employment in the pre-
sowingleanagricultural

UNITOWN

DGET
2024-25

period and anincreasein
MGNREGS wage rates.

Employment indica-
torsinMay 2025 present
a mixed picture. As per

mentreceipts).Whilerev-
enue expenditure
recorded a contraction
due to a decline in inter-
est payments, capital
outlay grew by 20.9 per
cent.

The provisional esti-
mates of GDP show
India’sreal GDP growth
at 6.5 per cent. Private
final consumption ex-
penditure contributed 4
percentage points and
gross fixed capital for-
mation contributed 2.4
percentage points.

High-frequency indi-
cators for May present
mixed signals on aggre-
gate demand. Urban
demand showed signs of
moderationas passenger
vehicle sales declined
with a sharp drop in en-
try-level segment.

monthly Periodic
Labour Force Survey
(PLES), the all-India un-
employmentraterose to
5.6 per centin May from
5.1 per cent last month,
withasharperincreasein
rural vis-a-vis urban ar-
eas. Increase  in
unemployment was
partly driven by seasonal
agricultural patternsand
extreme heatinsomere-
gions, limiting outdoor
work.

Organised joblistings,
as per the NaukriJob
Speak Index, moder-
ated- dragged down by
information technology
(IT), retail, and banking

and financial services -
while sectors like insur-
ance, real estate, oil and
gas and emerging tech-
nologies recorded
growth. However, the
PMI employment diffu-
sion indices signalled
strong job creation in
organised manufactur-
ingand services, with 14
per cent of firms report-
ing increased payrolls.

Overall economic ac-
tivity remained robustin
May 2025, withkey high-
frequency indicatorslike
E-way bills, Goods and
Services Tax (GST) rev-
enue, toll collections,
and digital payments
showing strong growth.
GST revenue collections
surpassed the Rs 2 lakh
crore mark for the second
consecutive month in
May, boosted by import-
related GST receipts.
Petroleum consumption
expanded for the first
time in the last four
months, driven by
petrol. Unseasonal rains
and premature onset of
monsoon, however, led
toareductioninelectric-
ity demand.

India’s merchandise
exports contracted by (-
) 2.2 per cent (y-o-y) to
38.7 billion US dollarin
May 2025 due to an
unfavourable base ef-
fect. Exports of 13 out of
30 major commodities
(accounting for 59.0 per
cent of the export basket
in2024-25) contracted on
a y-o-y basis in May,
2025.

Merchandiseimports
also contracted by (-)1.7
per cent. Imports of 10
out of 30 major com-
modities (accounting for
51.5 per cent of import
basket in (2024-25) con-
tracted on y-o-y basis in
May 2025.
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State Must Make General Welfare...

From Centre Pages

Aadhaarregime, citizens
lack the autonomy to
freely choose whether or
not they wish to identify
themselves with the gov-
ernment.

Fourth, the modern
state system is marked
by asetofrulesknownas
public law, which dic-
tates the arrangement
between the sovereign
and the people so that
citizens’ political free-
doms are fully
recognised while sover-
eign power is least
exercised. As a result,
requirements of trans-
parency are held to be
directly proportionate to
power. Since the State has
the exclusive right to
exercise sovereign
power, which creates an
unequal power relation-
ship between the
sovereign and its citi-
zens, digital
technologies should en-
able closer scrutiny of the
State and its institutions,
which will serve alegiti-

mate public interest
rather than increasing
surveillance over its citi-
zens.

Fifth, Aadhaar and
other technologies were
developed in the ab-
sence of data protection
lawsand withanabsolute
disregard for privacy
rights. While more than
adecadelater,in 2023, the
Digital Personal Data
Protection Act
(‘DPDPA’) was passed,
much of the damage re-
lated to privacy, security,
and inequality has al-
ready been done. While
the new act nominally
advances data protection,
itsimultaneously grants
sweepingadministrative
powers to the executive
under broad categories
like sovereignty, na-
tional security, and
public order. More im-
portantly, the law does
not classify ‘sensitive
personal data” as a dis-
tinct category needing
additional safeguards
and caution. Global in-

Communal Harmony under Siege...

From Page 03

and traitors, while the ATADMK (whose very name
honors Annaand Dravidianism) stood onstage, heads
bowed, like extrasin a bad political theatre produc-
tion.

Truly, if hypocrisy were currency, this lot could
pay off the national debt. There are not even ten
months left for the Tamil Nadu assembly elections.
The BJP cannot face the secular progressive alliance
with politically positive debates. The communalist
gang has taken Murugan in hand to divide people
on the basis of religion and caste.

The leaders of the main opposition party, Anna
DravidaMunnetraKazhagam, have already been
intimidated by the Enforcement Departmentand the
Income Tax Departmentand have been dragged into
the NDA.

The slogan of the Murugan conference was
“Muruga, come and eliminate Dravida”!. Periyarand
Anna were branded as enemies and traitors in this
conference.

The worst thing is that the AIADMK, which has
putthename of Annaand Dravidainits party name,
took partin this conference withits head bowed and
invain!.

New AgeWeekly

strumentssuch as the Eu-
ropean Union’s General
Data Protection Regula-
tion (‘GDPR’) identify
data gathered through
biometric and facial rec-
ognitionasa’special and
vulnerable’ category re-
quiring higher
processing standards.
Additionally, theState
has been manipulating
the existing legal provi-
sions to blur the
requirements of trans-

parency in the guise of
protection of theright to
privacy. The DPDP was
proposed to safeguard
and balance peoples’
rightto privacy and their
right to information,
which are fundamental
rights flowing from the
Constitution. Unfortu-
nately, the Bill fails on
both counts. Section 44(3)
of the DPDPA seeks to
discard Section 8(j) of the
RighttoInformation Act,
2005 by putting a blanket
exemption to the disclo-
sure of personal
information of public
servants. It also dis-
carded Section 8(1) of the
RTIAct,under whichany
informationaccessible to
Parliament or a stateleg-
islature could not be
denied to the public.
Through a selective in-
terpretation of privacy
and transparency con-
cerns, and without any
independent oversight,
the State has effectively
established a covert se-
curity apparatus armed
with an abundance of
power and data atits dis-
position.

Since the State is the

primary processor of the
data accumulated
through the digital gov-
ernance platforms, the
security of our personal
data is conditional pri-
marily to the discretion
of the State. Atthisstage,
faith in the State’s good-
will appears to be the
only accessible solution
toitscitizens. Butcanfaith
alone truly define the
contractual relationship
that underpins the very
foundation of the mod-
ern state system? These

reflections should be
anchored in a founda-

tional democratic
principle — popular
sovereignty, which is
rooted inasocial contract
wherein citizens confer
legitimate authority to
the government in ex-
change for protecting
their rights.

Therefore, the concept
of sovereignty must be
grounded in the prin-
ciples of accountability
and transparency, which
serve to restrain the ex-
ercise of power. Toreflect
Bodin’s counsel, sover-
eign power is best
preserved when it is ex-
ercised sparingly. Yet,
weare witnessingastark
departure from this or-
der today. The Stateand
itsinstitutions arerelent-
lessly pushing the
boundaries of sovereign
power under the banner
of progress, welfare, and
technological advance-
ment. The consequences
of thisunchecked expan-
sion — censorship,
criminal profiling, sur-
veillance, financial fraud,
and rising inequality —
are steadily becoming
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apparent.

Democracy has some-
thing important to say to
and aboutthemore egre-
giously permissive and
self-referential formula-
tions and practices of
sovereignty. Power
needs restraints as
people seek to live self-
determined lives in
conditions absent from
the perpetual threat or
use of violence, and sov-
ereignty appears to be a
good place to thinkabout
these aspirations. The
Statelegitimisesits exer-
cise of sovereign power
that often imposes a
homogenised and uni-
tary nation upon a
diversity of humaniden-
tities and experiences.
People disappear, or if
they appear at all, they
appear subjugated. It is
againstsuchanarrange-
ment that the
constitutional document
plays a balancing act by
recognising the diverse
identities under the con-
stitutive category of
citizen.

Mattew S. Weinert’'s
(2007) counsel on“demo-
craticsovereignty’ might
offer an important in-
sight. Weinertargues for
an alternative notion of
sovereignty where one
should shift the focus
away fromsovereignty’s
agent (the State) to
sovereignty’s content.
Here, the legitimisation
of the State and popular
sovereignty practices is
measured through com-
mon good and
democratic principles
like human rights, the
rule of law, and environ-
mental protection, or
principles that preserve
and advance the general
welfare of the political
community and its con-
stituents. It is precisely
such principles onwhich
our democracies are
founded that call for an
interrogation of the ex-
panding  sovereign
power today.

Courtesy: The Leaflet
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Jeannette Jara, a Beacon of
Progressive Hope for Chile’s Future

Jeannette Jara, a dedicated
member of Communist Party of
Chile and former labour minis-
ter, has secured the left-wing
coalition’s presidential candi-
dacy for the November 2025
election. Herresounding victory
in the Unity for Chile
(Unidadpor Chile) primary on
June 29,2025, with 60.31 percent
of the vote, outshonerivals like
former Interior Minister Caro-
linaToha.Jara’s triumphreflects
a unified progressive commit-
ment to counter the rising
far-right with a vision of social
justice, economic fairness, and
democraticrenewal. Her candi-
dacy underscores her proven
leadership, dedication to work-
ers’ rights, and ability toinspire
hope amid Chile’s economic
challenges and social polariza-
tion.

Born into a working-class
family on Santiago’s outskirts,
Jara’sroots give her an authen-
tic connection to the struggles
of ordinary Chileans — workers,
women, and youth. As labour
minister under President
Gabriel Boric, she drove trans-
formativereforms thatreshaped
Chilean society. Her landmark
achievement, reducing the
workweek from 45 to 40 hours,
improved quality of life for
countless workers, granting
them more time with family and
community. Jara also champi-
oned raising the minimumwage
and advancing pensionreforms,
providingrelief to those facing
economic hardship. These ef-
forts earned her widespread
support from grassroots move-
ments and labour unions, with
Karen Palma, vice president of
Chile’s main labour federation
(CUT), praising her for promot-
ing the 40-hour workweek,
pensionreform, and minimum
wage increases.

Jara’sapproachblends prag-
matism with principle. Less
dogmatic thansome Communist
Party peers, she has showndip-
lomatic skill in navigating
complexlegislation while stay-
ing true to progressive ideals.
Her pension reform, passed
through careful concessions to
the opposition, exemplifies her

ability to balance ambition with
practical governance. This skill
has positioned her asa unifying
figure capable of rallying di-
verse progressive factions,
drawing comparisons to former
President Michelle Bachelet, a
symbol of female empower-
ment and  progressive
leadership.

Jara’s campaign platform,
centered on “redistribute to
grow,” aims to address eco-
nomic inequality through
progressive taxation and in-
creased public investment in
infrastructure, education, and
technology. Her focus is on
delivering tangible improve-
ments: fair wages, safe
communities, and aresponsive
state. Inher victory speech, Jara
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honoured Bachelet, stating, “She
was the one who showed us the
path that nothing is impos-
sible.” This nod underscores
her goal to build on Chile’s pro-
gressivelegacy while forging a
path toward inclusivity and
equity. Her call for a “broadest
possible front” against the far
rightreflects her understanding
that Chile’s future depends on
collective actionand solidarity.

The 2025 electionis a critical
moment for Chile, with far-right
candidates like José Antonio
Kast gaining ground. Kast, of-
ten compared to authoritarian
populists for his praise of the
Pinochet dictatorship, pushes
tax cuts for the wealthy, anti-
immigration policies, and
rollbacks of progressive re-
forms. Jara, however, remains

steadfast. Her campaign em-
phasizes public security witha
social focus, tackling organized
crime by empowering commu-
nities rather than relying on
repression. Her health policy
prioritizes strengthening the
public system through invest-
ments in primary care and
support for health workers, re-
jecting privatization in favour
of accessible, quality care forall.

Jara’s ability to distance her-
self from the Communist Party’s
more controversial positions,
suchassupportforregimeslike
Cuba and Venezuela, has
broadened her appeal. Her ap-
proachable demeanour and
focus on practical solutions echo
Bachelet’s leadership style. As
President Boric noted,

“Jeannette knows about tough
battles,” highlighting her re-
solve against the far-right’s
divisive rhetoric.

Her primary win marks a
historic milestone: the first time
a Communist Party member has
led Chile’s entire left-wing coa-
lition as its presidential
candidate. Grassroots leaders
like Lautaro Carmona, presi-
dent of the Communist Party,
praise her as an experienced
leader with “proven capabilities
in state affairs” and a “deep
commitment to the transforma-
tion and rights of the vast
majority, especially workers.”
Despite economic challenges —
8.8 percent unemploymentand
4.8 percent inflation in early
2025 —Jara’'sredistributive poli-
ciesand publicinvestment plans

International
Events

C. Adhikesavan

offeracompelling alternative to
the far-right’s austerity-driven
agenda.

As Chilenears the November
16,2025, election, Jara faces chal-
lenges in overcoming the Boric
administration’s declining
popularity, hampered by eco-
nomic stagnation and public
concerns over crime. Yet her
decisive primary victory dem-
onstrates her ability to galvanize
support. Backed by a coalition
including the Communist Party,

Socialist Party, and Broad Front,
Jara is poised to lead a united
progressive front. Her message
of hope, dialogue, and unity,
paired with her track record,
makes her a formidable candi-
date.

If elected, Jara would be
Chile’s first Marxist president
since Salvador Allende, whose
1970 victory ended with the 1973
Pinochet coup. Her candidacy
honours that legacy while
buildingaresilient progressive
movement. As she declared,
“Today begins a new path that
we will walk together, with the
conviction to build a fairer and
more democratic Chile.” Jara’s
leadership offers Chilea chance
toreject the far-right’s authori-
tarian driftand embraceafuture
of progress, equity, and hope.
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Scrap Anti-Worker

Labour Codes

AITUC sends condolences to the families of victims
of the recent ghastly deaths of 40 workers andseveral
in the fire accidents in Sigachi Chemical Factory in
Sangareddy, Telangana, four deaths in an illegal fac-
tory in Rithala, Delhi, and another four in a firecracker
factory in Shivakasi, Tamil Nadu. Wedemand compen-
sation of fifty lakh rupees to the family of each deceased
person and five lakh rupees to each ofthe severely in-
jured persons leading to disabilities.

The responsibility of these accidents does notlie only
with the owners/employers, but more with the gov-
ernment of the day. The Modi government, for the last
eleven years, has been diluting the labour lawsagainst
workers to the advantage of employers in the name of
“Ease of Doing Business”. Theinspections have been
done away with, decriminalisation of the violations by
employers, increase inworking hours, snatching the
right to strike, providing not only the laxity in procure-
ments of NOC for environment protection, but even
moratorium for some years on these laws, ignoring the
rights ofworkers as well as the lives of people living in
the vicinity of these industrial establishments.

The NDA government, led by Mr Narendra Modi
is treating the workers as guinea pigs and all theaims
of labour law changes are directed at legalising the
existing violations happening at the workplace.

In this background, it becomes more significant to
prepare for the forthcoming Nationwide GeneralStrike
on 9th July against the anti-worker, anti-farmer and
anti-national policies of the government to make it a
grand success to be followed by sustained struggles.
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AIPSO Tamil Nadu, demands

All India Peace and Soli-
darity Organisation (AIPSO)
organised a demonstrationin
ChennaionJuly 2, demanding
thatIsrael stop the genocidein
Gazaimmediately. Since Oc-
tober 7, 2023, Israel’s attacks
on Palestine have killed over
57,000 innocent Palestinians,
including more than 30,000
women and children.

Key Demands:

B [srael mustimmediately
stop its military offensive on
Gaza; BTheU.S, Britain, and
theirallied nations continue to
provide military and financial
aid to Israel, which is highly
condemnable; BThe ZionistIs-
raeli government muststop the
mass killings of Palestinian
people, recognise Palestine,
and grant citizenship status to
Palestinians; M The United
Nations and the Red Crescent,
along with other service
organisations, mustensure the
immediate and fair distribu-
tion of international food and
relief supplies under their su-
pervision; @  The U.S. and
Israel must cease escalating
war tensionsin West Asia; B
The U.S. and Israel muststop

immediate Ceasefire in Gaza

violating Iran’s sovereignty
and international laws by act-
ing against the country; B All
wars and armed conflicts
worldwide, including the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war, must be
resolved immedjiately through
dialogue; @ Europeannations
like Britain, France, and Ger-
many, alongwithNATO, must
stop instigating Ukraine to
prolong the Russia-Ukraine
war; B Nuclear weapons
and weapons of mass destruc-
tion must be completely

&
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eradicated from the Earth; &
The governments of around
theworld should redirect the
trillions of rupees spentevery
year onthemilitary and weap-
ons toward education,
medical facilities, housing,
employment opportunities,
and developmentschemes for
the people.

The protest was led by A.
Gopanna, State President of
AIPSO, Tamil Nadu and State
Vice President of the Tamil
Nadu Congress committee.

P. P. H. PUBLICATIONS
S.No. Title Author Name Price
1 In Defence of Materialismin Ancient India Debi Prasad Chattopadhyaya 150
2 Socio-Political Views of Vivekananda Binoy K. Roy 80
3 Whatis the Theory of Relativity L.Landau, Y. Rumer 50
4 Emergence of A Slave Caste Pulayas of Kerala K.Saradamoni 450
5 CommunistInIndian Women’s Movement Renu Chakravartty 300
6 Imperialism the Highest Stage of Capitalism Lenin 100
7 Dialectics of Nature Engels 350
8 Comrade Chandrappan (Memories) Trans. By V.I,. Thomas 150
9 Che Guevara A memoir by Fidel Castro Ed. David Deutschmann 185
10 Frederick Engels A Short Biography John Keracher 40
11 Gandhi Ambedkar and the Extirpation of
Untouchability Hirendra Nath Mukerjee 50
12 Marx’s Legacy in 21st Century Samit Kar 170
13 The Moplah Rebellion and its Genesis Conrad Wood 250
14 The Moplah Rebellion and its Genesis Conrad Wood 350
15 Physics for Entertainment YaPerelman 230
16 The Geography of the Puranas S.Muzafer Ali 325
17 Tales of the Amber Sea Irina Zheleznova 350
18 Ajoy Ghosh: Lifeand works Anil Rajimwale 60
19 Understanding the French Revolution AlbertSoboul 400
20 Victims of the world Unite Against
Exogenous Pandemics K.S.Chalam 100
21 Whatis Living and whatis dead in
Indian Philosophy Debi Prasad Chattopadhyaya 300
22 Lokayata Debi Prasad Chattopadhyaya 350
23 The Talwars of Pathan land and Subhash
Chandra’s Great Escape Bhagat Ram Talwar 200
24 The Students” Marx Edward Aveling 200
26 The Rise and growth of Economic )
Nationalism in India Bipan Chandra 600
27 Crisis of Corporate Capitalism A.B.Bardhan 75
28 Whatis Marxism Anil Rajimwale 75
Please send your order to: m CPIHQ Showroom: Ajoy m PPH Showroom Current Account Details:
m People’s Publishing Hourse (P) Limited Bhavan,15 Com. Indrajit Gupta 22, Qaiser Bagh State Bank of India
5-E, Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi-110 055 Road, New Delhi-110 002 Lucknow (UP) A/c.No. 320746 74 284
Phone: 011-23523349, 23529823 ® PPH Showroom JNU ® PPH Showroom, 18 Marina Ar- Infavourof:People’s
Email: pph5e1947@gmail.com Near Central Library cade, G-Block, Connaught Place, Publishing House (P) Ltd
Website: http://www.pphbooks.net JNU, New Delhi-110 067 New Delhi-110001
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the Constitution of India
was born out of the long
struggle of people against
the colonial rule of the Brit-
ish Empire. And it was Dr
Ambedkar who framed it.
Despite his historical con-
tribution, there were
formidable challenges and
he could not contest from
hishome state for the Con-
stituent Assembly. He said
that Dr BR Ambedkar had
to come from the state of
West Bengal with the sup-
port of leftists. He was
elected as the Chairman
of the drafting committee
on the basis of his knowl-
edgeand sheer dedication
to the field of jurispru-
dence.

Adv.Jaybhay informed
that RSS
Swayamsevak Sangh)

(Rashtriya

opposed the Constitution,
tooth and nail from the
day of its inception, sim-
ply because it was not
based on ‘Manu Smriti’.
RSSopposed the principles
of equality and fraternity.

They stood againstallideas
of women’s liberation. He
said the Communists have
given their blood for the
freedom of India, and
hence it is natural that the
people expect them to save
the Constitution in this
tough situation. The only
way to save the Constitu-
tionis by educating people
about it. “Constitutional
literacy is very important
tosave our democracy”, he
concluded.

On the second day af-
ter the plenary session, in
a special programme
organised at the venue of
the conference, central
secretariat member of CPI
and the former state sec-
retary of Maharashtra, Dr.
Bhalchandra Kango re-
ceived the prestigious
‘Freedom fighter Com.
Madhavarao Gaikwad
Life-time Achievement
Award’, at the hands of
well known writer and
intellectual of
Maharashtra Dr Rao
Saheb Kasbe. Well known
author, editor and former
member of Parliament

Kumar Ketkar was the
chief guest of the function,
while National Council
member of CPI Tukaram
Bhasme presided over the
programme.

Kumar Ketkar speak-
ing on the occasion,
touched many issues of
national and international
importance. He asked the
ruling party at the Centre
astowhy they aresilenton
theissues of security lapses
in Pulwama and
Pahalgam. “Whom is the
BJP shielding?”, he asked.
Speaking after the felicita-
tion, Dr. Rao Kasbe hoped
for the unity of all left forces
in the country. He said the
day all left parties unite,
fascists willhave toretreat.

BJP regime tries to colour
every happening as a
Hindu-Muslim issue. In
the name of progress
(Vikas) the BJP Govern-
ment is taking away the
land from the farmers. We
are not at all opposed to
development. We are op-
posed to the pauperisation
of farmers that happens in
the name of development.
Dr Kango reminded that
Modi Government had
promised to write off Rs
22,00,000 crores ( 22 Lakh
Crores) worthloan during
the Corona period, but no
concession was given to
the farmers, lamented Dr.
Kango! Surprisingly this
Government wrote off cor-
porate loan of Rs 20 Lakh
Crore and Rs 2 lakh crore
of capitalists. DrKango said
while concluding, “We

At the felicitation stand with the farmers
programme, Rajan and workers in all their
Kshirsagar, the kisan struggles!”
leader gave a short intro- On the third day at the
duction of the awardee. concluding session,
Introductory remarks Amarjeet Kaur and Dr
were also made by Bhalchandra Kango ad-

Sadhana Gaikwad, while
the vote of thanks was

dressed the delegates.

‘ ‘ Amarjeet called to
given by Raju Desle. strengthen the
Receivingtheaward Dr  organisation for the politi-

Kango said, the present

cal battle ahead. Dr.

15

Kango called upon the
cadre to activate the
branches and the fractions
that form the base of the
party.

Presenting the creden-
tial report, chairman of the
committee, Dr Yugal
Rayalu proudly informed
the delegates that the CPI
in Maharashtra has beaten
the rhetoric that the youth
are not coming to the
party. He said that twenty
six percentof the delegates
in the conference were be-
low the age of 30! Not only
this but in many districts
young people are now be-
coming the office bearers
of CPI, he informed. The
credential reportindicated
that the participation of
women in the conference
was below twenty per-
cent, which needs a
serious attention.

Subhash Lande was re-
elected as the
secretary while Raju Desle
and Shyam Kale were
elected assistant secretar-
ies. The conference ended
with a high level of confi-
dence and revolutionary
dreams for a bright future
for common people!

state

pected

“mule ac-

Oy (Record ...

counts” in four
banks.- The Indian Ex-
Abluesignboard saying “Jeevika Foun-  press, June 30.
dation” hung outside the flat till about a ek
year ago, say neighbors near the A Block
parkinglot of theresettlement colony in East
Delhi’s Trilokpuri. No one knows who put
the board up, or who removed it — the flat
has been unoccupied for long, they say.

Thousands of
people from different
parts of the country
gathered at Patna’s
Gandhi Maidan on

What they also don’t know is that this Sunday to take part in
faceless outfit with the missing signboard protest to oppose the
stands today as a symbol of how leading Waqf Amendment

banks and their officials who are meant to
track money flows dropped the ball even
as cyber scamsters passed crores of stolen
money right under their noses through
ghostaccounts opened by fictitious outfits.

On August 8, 2024, there were 1,960
transactions in the account with Rs 3.72
crore credited and Rs 3.33 crore debited.
The opening balance for that day: Rs 556.
Police records show this was the day when
a 78-year-old retired IAF officer, Biren
Yadav, was ensnared in a digital arrest
scam and forced to transfer Rs 42.5 lakh
via RTGS to the account. In all, records
show, the scamsters coerced Yadav into 3
transferring a total of Rs 1.59 crore to sus-

Act.Several politicians,
including MPs and
MLASs, also attended

Our village
Aflic cleared
\/ for mining,
il Let’e go to
Yl the city

I'd

Our clume are
demoliched.
Let’s go to the
village

the protest organised under the banner of
Imarat-e-Shariah, a Muslim organisation
active mainly in Bihar, Odisha and Jharkhand.
Tejashwi also alleged that attempts were be-
ing made to disenfranchise the poor and those
in minority communities by making changes
totheelectoralrolls. “Yourland is being taken
away and now they are going to take away
the voting rights of the poor, backward, Dalit,
extremely backward, and poor from the mi-
nority communities. - The Indian Express, June

The Pahalgam attack seems to have cast

*h%

ashadow onthe upcoming AmarnathYatra,
with lieutenant governor Manoj Sinha con-
firminga drop of over 10 per centin pilgrim
registrations this year so far.

Sinha sounded confident as he said that
thenumbers would rise, but his claim came
on a day security forces were locked in a
gunfight with militants in Udhampur dis-
trict, highlighting the security challenges
amid large deployments for the safety of
pilgrims right from Kathua in Jammu to the
cave. - The Telegraph, June 27.

- Compiled by C. Adhikesavan
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Left, Democratic Unity Against Fascism

DrYugal Rayalu

At a time when speak-
ing against Modi
Governmentis beyond the
reckoning of most of the
politicians, members of
Communist Party of India
in Maharashtra had no
hesitation in calling a
spade a spade. Speaker
after speaker spoke openly
against the fascist methods
of the Modi regime at the
Centre.

The 25" Maharashtra
State Conference of Com-
munist Party of India gave
a clarion call for the unity
of all left and democratic
forces of the country to
fightagainst the anti demo-
cratic and anti secular
fascist Government under
the leadership of prime
minister Narendra Modi.

The conference began
with a grand red flag rally
organised in the heart of
the Nashik Town. A bike
rally of youngsters brought
hundred flags to Dwarka
Square. The bike was led
by an open jeep on which
the national secretaries
Amarjeet Kaur and Dr.
Bhalnchra Kango were
standing to greet the
people. From Dwarka
square, thousands of Com-
munist Party members and
sympathisers marched to
the conference venue with
red flagsin hand. Therally
was led by the Central Sec-
retariat members Amarjeet
Kaurand Dr. Bhalchandra
Kango, who were accom-
panied by the state
secretary Subhash Lande
and other members of the
State Secretariat. Few hun-
dred lady members of the
party walked in the front
of the rally.

25" Maharashtra CPI Conference Calls

A group of students
with drums gave a dy-
namic rhythm to therally.
This band has been raised
by the Nashik district com-
mittee of the party. One
special feature of thisrally
wasatraditional folk band
thatwas playing folk music
as people marched in
rhythm.

Atthe venue of the con-
ference, Amarjeet Kaur
hoisted thered flagto mark
the beginning of the con-
ference. AIKS leader
Passya Padma and Dr.
Bhalchandra Kango were
prominently present on the
occasion.

Delivering the inaugu-
ral address at the hall

between therichand poor,
wealth being concentrated
with few corporate houses.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, state secretary,
Subhash Lande said that

a

Subhash Lande Shyam Kale

Raju Desle

’

named, Karmveer
Dadasaheb Gaikwad au-
ditorium, Amarjeet Kaur
emphasised that the future
of India lies with the com-
munist ideology.
Comparing today’s inter-
national situation with the
times of Hitler, Amarjeet
Kaur said that at that time
the armament producers
in search of markets for
their products created the
second world war. At that
time only communists
could challenge and defeat
Hitler and saved the world
froma catastrophe. Today
also similar situation is
emerging where therole of
communists has become
very important, she said.
Speakingabout the Indian
scenario, she lamented
aboutthe widening chasm

the party units in the state
will organise demonstra-
tions all over the state
opposing the Citizens
Safety bill proposed by the
state government. He said
this proposed bill is an as-
sault on the democratic
rights of people. Assistant
secretaries of the state
council Prof Ram Baheti
and Raju Desle also ad-
dressed. The dais of the
conference was dedicated
to former General Secre-
tary of the party A B
Bardhan. The venue of the
conference was dedicated
toformer secretary of state
council, Madhavrao
Gaikwad.

Several left party lead-
ers attended to extend
greetings to the state con-
ference of the Communist
party. Peasants and Work-

ers Party leader, MLA
Jayant Patil called the CPI
as the elder brother while
giving the best wishes.
State secretary of CPI(M)
Dr. Ajit Nawale extended
greetings on behalf of his
party and called for a
broad unity of left and
democratic parties. Leader
of Satya Shodhak Commu-
nist Party Kishor Dhamale
recalled the sacrifice of
Com. Govind Pansare
while extending greetings
to the conference.

A five member
Presiduim was elected

unanimously to run the
delegate session, compris-
ing of Smita Pansare,
Shyam Kale, Madhuri
Kshrisagar, Hiralal
Pardeshi and Ashok

Sonarkar.

In the evening after the
inauguration of the confer-
ence a special lecture
programme was organised
on the subject, “ Constitu-
tional Literacy - The Core
of Democracy”. Well
known legal luminary
Adv. Jayant Jaybhave,
member, National Bar
Council, was the main
speaker while legal activ-
ist Suresh Savant,
presided over  the

programme. In his hour
long highly informative
lecture Adv. Jaybhay in-

formed the delegates and
guests about the back-
ground and the history of
the birth of the Indian
Constitution. He said that

On Page 15
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